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November is a month when we celebrate Thanksgiving in Liberia and in the United States. And I am thankful that we can meet to celebrate the rehabilitation of the main highway linking the three counties of Grand Bassa, River Cess, and Sinoe. It was a real pleasure to be able to drive here from Monrovia and to see the positive changes along the way and here in Cestos City: 

· More goods and services are reaching the people of River Cess: Since rehabilitation trucks carry commercial goods from Buchanan to Cestos in the wet season whereas before not one could pass; taxis that could not pass even in dry season now carry passengers between Buchanan and Cestos.

· The cost of transportation from one city to another has dropped from 800 to 550 Liberian dollars. 

· Driving time between Buchanan and Cestos City in wet season has dropped from 3 days to 3 hours! 

· Roads are less hazardous and safety has increased overall--- but road safety is still a concern as people are now tempted to speed!

· More people are able to reach health care and more children can get to school. More residents of River Cess can reach and communicate with their County government and elected representatives. 

The US Government through USAID provided a grant of over $5 ½ Million US Dollars to the Ministry of Public Works for this two-year project spanning the three counties and more than 40 communities. Over 50% of the 150 mile-road, that is, 85 miles, crosses River Cess. This road is also an important link to five more counties east of Cestos City. 

Through this rainy season an additional grant of $328,000 allowed work to continue and to keep the road open from Greenville to Buchanan for the first time in many years. I want to note with thanks the contribution of the Ghanaian UNMIL contingent who worked with our Liberia Community Infrastructure Project in June to reopen the Cestos City spur that flooded during the period of heaviest rain. 

I am particularly thankful that 1,000 people had short-term work along the entire length of the road from Greenville to Buchanan and I am pleased that many Liberian firms participated in various aspects of the road works.

However, the work on this road is not over. Just as many of you in River Cess worked to fix the road, you now have the responsibility for maintaining it. It is up to you to generate the $150,000 that will be needed each year for River Cess to properly maintain its share of the highway. In fact, all three counties (Grand Bassa, Sinoe, and River Cess) must cooperate, plan and work together to keep the road open and in good condition. 

River Cess is endowed with a wealth of natural resources that can generate the revenue it needs not just to maintain roads but to prosper. The US Government is supporting Government of Liberia initiatives to ensure that timber is harvested responsibly and that counties and communities like those here benefit from commercial timber operations. US assistance is supporting Government of Liberia initiatives along every single pillar of the Poverty Reduction Strategy: health, education, energy, security, justice and good governance, business development and job training, agriculture and fisheries, as well as infrastructure. 


But the road to development is a long one and results take time. This road is important to achieving your County Development agenda. Do not let it become a road to nowhere.  Make this highway the road to opportunity; make it a road to ending hunger in River Cess, to preserving the hard-won peace, to fighting corruption and to building a brighter and peaceful future for your children. Seize the opportunity to farm and get produce to market, to develop exports of seafood; seize the opportunity to get to training or to school, to open a little business, to meet with your county officials and elected representatives and hold them accountable for managing the resources of River Cess in a responsible and equitable way. 

The government cannot do it alone, no foreign donor can do it alone, and the people cannot do it alone. But together we can do much.

Today we celebrate and give thanks for more than a road. We celebrate a partnership between the government and people of Liberia and the government and people of the United States.

Thank you for your gracious invitation.
