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Distinguished Ministers and guests:

During President Bush’s state visit to Liberia, he and President Sirleaf capped the historic day with a celebration of the US and Liberia’s partnership in education at the University of Liberia. Today at the University’s Fendell campus we have another opportunity to reaffirm that partnership and to demonstrate the benefits of coordination and cooperation between and among the Government of Liberia and its donor partners. 

The US Government through USAID is contributing to every aspect of the Government of Liberia’s efforts to restore and improve the education system through a commitment averaging over $20 million dollars per year. US cooperation with the Ministry of Education trains and qualifies teachers in basic education as well as accelerated learning programs and is expanding to tertiary education through cooperation with the University of Liberia’s Teachers College.

Major USAID investments in education give priority to teacher training and the provision of needed equipment, material and infrastructure rehabilitation such as the newly renovated rural teacher training institutes in Kakata and Zorzor. 

Here at Fendell Campus, USAID’s Liberia Community Infrastructure Program (LCIP) is rehabilitating the war-torn School of Engineering. We welcome the close cooperation between LCIP and the China-aided project that will refurbish three laboratories in the building. 
The USAID-funded Liberia Teacher Training Program (LTTP) seeks to upgrade the institutional and staff capacity of the University of Liberia and rural teacher training colleges; develop enhanced standards for teacher accreditation; and institute competency-based criteria to evaluate the skills of current and future teachers. 
This year the US will also invest more resources in higher education and USAID currently has advisors on the ground to study the needs in this area and make recommendations about what USAID is best positioned to support.  These recommendations will be informed by consultations with the GOL, donors, the private sector and others.
I will look forward to returning to this site to celebrate the opening of the new School of Engineering. Above all, I look forward to seeing a new generation of Liberian students here, able to complete or resume their education so to contribute to building a peaceful and prosperous Liberia. 

Education is not only an instrument of poverty reduction but also an instrument of hope, the path to opportunity for Liberia’s large population of youth—and so it is an instrument of peace as well. 

I look forward to close collaboration with other donors, the University, and the Ministry of Education to enhance and expand the impact of our partnership in education with Liberia which is a long-term investment in Liberia’s greatest resource, it’s people.

Thank you.

