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United States Government Support for Liberia’s Recovery


(Monrovia) June 25, 2008 - Since the 2003 end of Liberia's civil war, the United States has committed nearly $914 million in direct bilateral assistance to Liberia and forgiven $394 in debt.  We have also supported the United Nations Mission in Liberia with over $940 million in assessed contributions.
For the current fiscal year, our total bilateral assistance will be $162 million, which is an increase of $40 million over the previous fiscal year.
Summary of assistance since 2003:
· $ 178 mil for security sector reform – training and equipping a new army, helping train police and SSS, and rehabilitating 3 military bases

· $ 175 mil for demobilization and disarmament  programs, including vocational training of over 20,000 ex-combatants and war-affected youth 

· $ 155 mil to help resettle 110,000 refugees and 370,000 internally displaced people 

· $ 55 mil to support the 2005 elections, assist the National Elections Commission, the legislature, civil society and the justice sector

· $ 27 mil to provide healthcare to Liberians and training of healthcare workers.  The U.S. is funding 80 of the 350 health care facilities in Liberia, serving roughly 750,000 Liberians

· $ 53 mil to build infrastructure

· $ 22 mil to improve fiscal transparency and the government’s ability to account for public funds (through the Governance and Economic Management Assistance Program -GEMAP), to support financial sector reform, the Truth and Reconciliation Commission, and civil service reform 

· $ 31 million to expand access to and improve the quality of education via granting over 1,100 scholarships, rebuilding  schools, donating 1 million books and training teachers

· $ 11 mil to help restore electricity to Monrovia

· $ 18 mil to help Liberian farmers replant and rehabilitate their farms, particularly those producing tree crops (cocoa, palm oil and rubber) 

· $ 10 mil to help the government reorganize the timber and diamond industries, which made it possible for sanctions to be lifted 
· $ 50 mil to facilitate clearance of Liberia’s arrears to the IMF and African Development Bank so Liberia can access new resources from those institutions
In addition, the U.S. Overseas Private Investment Corporation (OPIC) is providing $20 million of the $30 million Liberian Enterprise Development Fund that is making loans to small and medium size Liberian companies.  The U.S. African Development Foundation has made $1.5 million worth of investments in small Liberian enterprises and will continue to invest $1 million per year in such small businesses.  Also, the U.S. Trade and Development Agency has provided $500,000 to fund the feasibility study for repairing the Mt. Coffee Dam and hydro-electric facility. 

The physical manifestations of US assistance are numerous:

· Capitol Building completely renovated

· 8 county administration buildings renovated; 2 more are under renovation

· Ministry of Public Works renovated and provided with 16 pieces of heavy equipment for road maintenance

· George Bush Bridge built in Barclayville

· Hatcher Hall at AME University renovated

· Primary and farm to market roads – 70 km Bong County road opened in 2006, 50 km Ganta to Sanniquellie road repaired, 175 km Buchanan to Greenville road being repaired, 40 km Todee road under repair, Gibson Street in Monrovia paved

· Rural Teacher Training Institutes in Kakata and Zorzor renovated

· 30 health clinics rebuilt

· Barclay Training Center, Camp Ware and Camp Kessely renovated for the Armed Forces of Liberia
Looking ahead, work will begin shortly on:
· Tubman National Institute for Medical Arts at JFK Hospital in Monrovia
· New National Elections Commission Building in Monrovia
· Classrooms at the University of Liberia’s Fendell Campus
· New equipment for the Port of Monrovia and Roberts International Airport
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