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Groundbreaking for Rehabilitation of University of Liberia School of Engineering Fendell Campus  July 16, 2009
Protocol:

Minister of Education, Joseph Korto

University of Liberia President, Dr. Emmet Dennis

LEAVING THE PAST BEHIND

Almost all facilities of the Division of Engineering were either looted or destroyed during the course of the fourteen years of war. The Engineering building, covering 82,000 sq.feet, housed all classrooms, offices, libraries, and laboratories and was extensively vandalized. During the war years, it housed thousands of internally-displaced people, under the protection of the United Nations. 

Although the building is still standing, everything must be replaced. Upon completion this grant also will furnish classrooms with desks and chairs, drafting tables, and 6 solar powered security lights on the perimeter. 

WELCOMING CHINESE COOPERATION 

The rehabilitation work is funded through a grant from the American People in the amount of US$ 1,200,000.00 to the University of Liberia. In addition, Chinese Aid will rehabilitate three laboratories and supply new laboratory equipment to enable state of the art learning. Thank you.
ENGAGING LIBERIAN TALENT AND WORKERS

AEP Consultants, a Liberian architecture firm, provided the drawings for the building’s redesign and a Liberian-owned construction company, Sawyer and Associates, won the competitive tender for the contract. The LCIP Engineering team will supervise the project. Over 100 skilled and unskilled laborers are expected to be employed through this rehabilitation project, which is due completion in 5 months, December 2009. Thank you LCIP for encouraging healthy Liberian competition on this and other public works.
BUILDING A CENTER OF EXCELLENCE

The rehabilitation will provide a quality learning environment for a variety of engineering disciplines including Civil Engineering, Soils and Geotechnical Engineering, Electrical Engineering and Computer-based Engineering. It also will provide a training center for professional road maintenance. 

The goal is to establish the U of L School of Engineering as a “center of excellence” for Liberia. This means state of the art and appropriate teaching materials, laboratories and workshops with well-maintained equipment and adequate supplies where students can practice as they learn, adherence to high academic and ethical standards for teachers and students, and it means putting expertise at the service of communities and the nation. 

RECRUITING LIBERIAN WOMEN ENGINEERS 

To build a Center of Excellence you need women as well as men and I mean women engineers.

At the University of Maine (where I come from) College of Engineering, women are graduating at a higher rate than men. Between 1994 and 2000, 41 percent of female engineering students graduated within four years, versus 29 percent of male engineering students. Moreover, female engineers dominate the top ranks of their classes. (Portland Press Herald Newspaper 2006)
Thanks to LCIP’s apprenticeship program, I know at least three women in Liberia who are earning an income working as mechanics on generators, automobiles, equipment. So I know Liberian women can do it and want to do it---but too many social and educational barriers get put in their way. We need to remove the obstacles: help them finish high school, help them plan their families, and encourage their dreams to work in new, non traditional areas.
EXPANDING THE PARTNERSHIP IN EDUCATION

Let me take this opportunity to reiterate USAID’s commitment to supporting education in Liberia, and specifically, our expanding institutional and teaching support to higher education in partnership with the University of Liberia’s School of Engineering and Cuttington University’s School of Agriculture. 
Through scholarship assistance from USAID’s FORECAST program, we will build the faculty who will educate the next generation of Liberian engineers, and possibly engineers from other parts of West Africa. All of this will not happen overnight, but it is a journey the US Government is committed to make with the Government of Liberia and other development partners.
I’ll look forward to working with Dr. Dennis and Minister Korto to ensure this school meets high standards, attracts the best qualified faculty, and produces graduates who bring ability, vision and talent to rebuild and lift Liberia. 

Thank you.
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