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I am pleased to have this opportunity to share with you some thoughts on the significance of the Liberia Forest Initiative and the importance of the deliberations and strategic planning that will result from this retreat, given the prominent role the forestry sector can – and must– play in “Lifting Liberia” and generating sustainable economic development. 

Since 2004, the US Government alone has contributed US $10 million to support forestry reform.  The World Bank has contributed equally significant financial and technical support as well as Fauna and Flora International, Conservation International, World Conservation Union (IUCN) and the FAO. The effective manner in which all these partners pooled their efforts and resources is a very important result of the LFI.    

The LFI partners can be proud of the support that they gave to Liberia in helping to re-establish rule of law in the forestry sector and the fact that this review was used as a model for the reform of other sectors in Liberia. Many or most of the people in this room played an important role in bringing about the accomplishments to date. I want to recognize those contributions.

Against this backdrop of helping to establish a robust legal and regulatory 
framework, the LFI is presently faced with the considerable challenge of implementation – the task of drawing up timber contracts with companies and communities that will adhere to the ‘Three Cs’ of sustainable forest management: conservation, commercial, and community forestry.  

That is no small order.  At this retreat and afterwards, taking time to examine implementation challenges so far will save time and avoid costly delays or problems in the future.

In addition to reformulating objectives and corresponding activity plans, another important objective of these two days is to solidify the identity and composition of the LFI and to secure continuing support for forest sector development in Liberia.

A key question to ask is who should be a part of the LFI?  Are there others who should be invited to join? Is it time to expand this phase of the LFI to engage more closely with civil society and strengthen local capacity in key areas? ; For example, where women and youth can play a critical role in sustainable forest management and benefit from forestry sector development? Or is there an abiding need to remain focused on getting commercial contracting up and running?  This meeting is the opportunity to address these larger framework questions as much as to address technical issues.

I will close by noting that it is no coincidence that the greatest strides in forestry reform in this country coincided with the time when LFI partners stood together as a concerted voice and source of support.  You have my strongest wishes for your success.   Thank you.    
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