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Good morning. On behalf of the American people, I would like to thank your Excellency President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, Ministers, our host Minister Wieczorek-Zeul, Special Representative Loj, Director Wormser and Distinguished Participants, Ladies and Gentlemen.  
It is a privilege to be here with you to recognize the achievements of the Liberian Government since the last forum over one year ago and to reaffirm our abiding support to the people of Liberia.  The Government of President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf is an outstanding and committed partner, and our shared goal is to lay a strong foundation for inclusive and sustainable development. I am pleased to work with you to convene a meeting on these important issues with Development Ministers in Liberia in the fall.
Liberia’s Poverty Reduction Strategy is an important achievement.  The countrywide consultation process that shaped it was a first in Liberia’s history, allowing the Liberian people to play a strong role in determining the plan for their nation’s development.  The Government of Liberia is to be commended for spearheading this process, and for strengthening its economy, fighting corruption, and committing over half its annual budget to implementation of the Poverty Reduction Strategy.  For partners in Liberia’s development, the Poverty Reduction Strategy merits our support and requires our effective coordination. 
The United States leads in bilateral support to Liberia. We have provided over $760 million in assistance since the 2003 Comprehensive Peace Accords, and we are contributing another $940 million to support the UN Mission in Liberia, which is vital in helping the Government of Liberia secure its hard-won peace. 

In addition to this assistance, in April, the United States joined other Paris Club creditors in expressing our intention to implement more than $1.4 billion in bilateral debt relief. Beyond even the terms of this deal, the United States intends to cancel all of its claims on Liberia, totaling over $420 million; $394 million of this will be forgiven as soon as the agreement comes into force.

At its core, our assistance aims to help build the capacity of Liberians to shape their own future. The Bush Administration has requested $179 million of assistance for Liberia in 2009, across all four pillars of the Poverty Reduction Strategy: Expanding Peace and Security, Revitalizing the Economy, Strengthening Governance and Rule of Law, and Rehabilitating Infrastructure and Delivery of Basic Services.  This level continues our steadily increasing trend of support from $141 million in 2007 and $160 million in 2008; and with bi-partisan support from our Congress, this is a pattern we hope to continue.
The first pillar of the Strategy—Expanding Peace and Security—is necessary for development, and equitable participation in development will strengthen the peace. By improving the Liberian government’s ability to provide security and access to justice, we are helping to consolidate Liberia’s democratic transition and improve the investment climate and economic growth potential. In addition to our direct support to the UN mission, the U.S. Government has taken the lead in transforming the Liberian military into a well-trained force capable of safeguarding democracy and respecting human rights, and we are contributing to the reform of Liberia’s police force to and ensure public safety while abiding by the rule of law.
The second pillar, Revitalizing the Economy, offers both opportunities and challenges.  Fully 70 percent of Liberia’s people rely on agricultural production for their livelihoods, so U.S. assistance strives to develop communities across the country, from the ground up. We are supporting small farms and food production, and developing small businesses that benefit women who are food producers and heads of households. We are also encouraging public-private partnerships in agriculture and fisheries, and we are working with the Ministry of Agriculture to support Liberia’s strategy to attain food self-sufficiency. To protect Liberia’s vast wealth of natural resources, we contribute to the multi-donor Liberia Forest Initiative, and back commercial, community and conservation initiatives that are integral to keeping the peace.  Liberia’s women and youth are especially key to a successful strategy.
Our support for the third pillar of the Poverty Reduction Strategy—Strengthening Governance and Rule of Law—recognizes Liberia’s significant progress in democracy and governance. Just last week [June 17], President Sirleaf and Chief Justice Johnnie Lewis inaugurated a new judicial institute, which further develops the capacity of Liberia’s judges, lawyers and other justice sector personnel.  The United States also strongly supports government efforts to combat corruption and ensure transparent, accountable leadership. 

The fourth pillar, Rehabilitating Infrastructure and Delivery of Basic Services, involves a range of work with numerous government ministries.  
Infrastructure is a special priority for all of us here today.  Improvements in infrastructure are necessary for advancing education and health, and refurbishing the marketplace. Since the end of Liberia’s civil war, the United States has been a leader in rebuilding infrastructure—roads, bridges, schools, clinics, utilities, and government buildings—and we look forward to moving ahead in cooperation with other donors. We support the Government of Liberia’s focus on infrastructure as key and we commend the World Bank for its efforts in developing the Liberia Reconstruction Trust Fund, which will further the coordination and implementation of infrastructure improvement projects.  I would also like to commend those donors that have taken a lead role in the trust fund, such as our host today, the Government of Germany.  

With the growing global food crisis we have all seen the need to develop domestic agricultural industries in the developing world. But Liberian farmers, large and small, cannot take advantage of rising prices when they cannot access markets. We are currently rebuilding one of Liberia’s key primary roads—the Buchanan to Greenville road—which runs along the coast south of Monrovia and spans three counties. Construction should be completed this summer, giving surrounding communities a conduit that allows them to bring their produce to market and gives families access to schools and clinics. 
Because electricity is critical to public safety and economic growth, USAID advisors are helping the government to develop and execute its energy strategy. We also support the multi-donor Emergency Power Program, which invests in renewable energy pilot projects, including solar-powered street lamps and lighting for schools, clinics, and markets.

Liberia’s health and education sectors were essentially destroyed during the long civil war, leaving a lack of schools and teachers, health workers and clinics. Yet without health and education, Liberia will not have the human infrastructure to take advantage of the coming improvements to its physical infrastructure.
USAID is working to strengthen the health care system by supporting 80 clinics and improving the delivery of essential health services for children, mothers, and families. In addition, this year Liberia is a focus country for the President’s Malaria Initiative, which will fight this debilitating disease.   

At the same time, we are working with the Ministry of Education to improve the quality of education in Liberia.  On his visit to Liberia in February, President Bush celebrated a partnership in education with President Sirleaf.  Education is central to our long-term support to Liberia, and the United States uses multiple mechanisms aimed at achieving our mutual goals, including the President’s Africa Education Initiative and the President’s International Education Initiative.  This year the Peace Corps will return to Liberia with a group of experienced volunteers who will contribute to ongoing USAID teacher-training programs.  
By supporting each pillar of Liberia’s Poverty Reduction Strategy, U.S. foreign assistance plays a catalytic role, investing in initiatives that are essential to progress and that complement the efforts of other international partners. These commitments are helping the Liberian Government build investor confidence by establishing stability through rule of law, by building the capacity of the young workforce, and by creating a business-friendly environment.  

After years of conflict, Liberia has turned the corner. Partners, who once only worked in relief, are now shifting to long-term development. That’s why we have all come together here in Berlin. I am happy to pledge our support for the Poverty Reduction Strategy, and I join my friend, President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, in calling on all those who can, to help Liberia advance on its path of peace and prosperity. 
I congratulate President Sirleaf and her government for their leadership, and the international community for making this partnership with Liberia possible.  We all share in Liberia’s achievements, and we all benefit from them. But we must not underestimate the challenges remaining.  

Liberia is on the move.  Let us move with Liberia.

Thank you very much.

PAGE  
1

