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I wish to thank the organizers for putting together this important workshop. 

Examining the rice and aquaculture subsectors at this workshop is timely given the global increase in prices of commodities and their impact on national food security in a country where rice is the staple food and many people rely on fish as a major source of protein. 
In addition, the two subsectors can provide sustainable employment opportunities to many Liberians, would allow Liberia to feed itself, and generally improve Liberian rural communities, fulfilling the goals of the Lift Liberia Poverty Reduction Strategy.
Prior to Liberia’s devastating conflict, the US Government was the country’s principal donor partner in the agricultural sector.  As this partnership now moves forward, we should recall and build on that experience. USAID has contributed to some accomplishments over the last couple of years:

· Over 27,000 households benefitted from improved agricultural techniques 
· Nearly 16,000 farmers (over 6,000 women) received short term agricultural training from several
· 800 miles of rural feeder roads and 150 bridges were repaired around the country over the last three years.
But it is not enough.

Currently, USAID, through its Technical Assistance Support to the MOA, is:


· Providing support to enable the MOA to undertake an institutional analysis of the agricultural sector’s roles and responsibilities, 

· Developing sub-sector policies and strategies, and  

· Building technical capacity within the MOA, particularly in the areas of policy implementation and strategic programming. 

A key component of this technical assistance is to set up a Liberia National Seed Bank Program.  This program is funded through USAID’s Global Food Security Response Program (GFSP), and additional technical and financial support is provided by the World Bank, IFAD and the African Development Bank. A viable seed system is critical for a sustained flow of improved planting materials to support food security, as well as productive farming enterprises. 
I am pleased to announce that, in close collaboration with the MOA, we have developed a new program: “Food and Enterprise Development (FED)”. The FED program is designed to support the GOL’s compact under the Comprehensive African Agricultural Development Program (CAADP).   The main focus is to help address bottlenecks in production, processing, marketing and policy through a value chain approach. 

Under the FED, over the next five years, 50,000 farmers will benefit from improved planting materials, i.e., rice seeds, as part of the seed bank program; 500 km of farm-to-market roads, including bridges, will be rehabilitated to enhance local markets.  In terms of increased productivity, current national average yield for rice is 1 ton per1 hectare; this will be increased to more than 3 tons per hectare.  Presently, post-production losses are estimated to be well over 35% for rice.  Under the FED, post-production losses will be reduced by at least 20%.
We can no longer ignore the important role women play in the agricultural sector.  Women constitute about 60% of farm labor.  There is, therefore, a need to build their capacity and use their talent not only to produce food for their families but also for the nation and to raise their incomes.
Our successful partnership will result in increased economic opportunities for Liberian farmers and entrepreneurs, an inclusive and stable government, a strong MOA and its related institutions, and an enabling policy environment that facilitates the growth of the private sector in Liberia.

I thank the Ministry of Agriculture for bringing together key stakeholders in the development of the rice and aquaculture subsectors, and I wish you fruitful deliberations, and look forward to working with you all.
