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Launch of the President’s Malaria Initiative in Liberia

Remarks by Lucretia Taylor, Acting Director, USAID/Liberia
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I am happy to be with you today for the launch of this important initiative.  I am especially delighted to be here in Dewey High School where I taught as a Peace Corps Volunteer some years ago.

President Bush's commitment is unprecedented in the fight against malaria. The goals of PMI are ambitious: reduce by 50 percent the number of deaths from malaria in Liberia by reaching 85 percent of the most vulnerable groups-children under 5 years of age and pregnant women with proven and effective prevention and treatment measures. 

Led by the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), PMI is a multi-agency, U.S. government partnership that works with host countries in coordination with international partners, nongovernmental organizations (NGOs), faith-based and community groups, and the private sector. Therefore we are proudly say we are “working together to fight malaria in Liberia” and echo the theme for today’s launch.
Practically, this means new, effective drugs like ACTs reach rural clinics replacing failing treatments; that long-lasting insecticide-treated bed nets reach the most vulnerable-pregnant women and children; that indoor residual spraying is again a frontline tool to fight malaria; and that pregnant women and their unborn babies are safe from malaria with two or more doses of presumptive treatment.  On February 6, as part of the start up of the PMI, USAID through its DELIVER project handed over a shipment of half a million doses of ACTS to Minister Gweningale.
For malaria control the USG is committed to effective collaboration with the MOHSW and other donors and partners in working together to fight malaria in Liberia.   
About half of the PMI resources will be used to provide commodities: mosquito nets, anti-malaria drugs, and rapid diagnostic tests.  Another portion has been set aside to renovate the NMCP offices. 

In addition, as prescribed by the MOHSW, the PMI will support              system strengthening activities such as improving medical laboratories, improving the logistics capacity of the National Malaria Control Program (NMCP) and the National Drug Service (NDS); and supporting the monitoring and evaluation and research capabilities of the NMCP. 

To address the human resource needs of the MOHSW, the PMI will support in-service as well as pre-service training of Liberian health staff for control of malaria and other diseases. 

 

USAID/Liberia wishes to reiterate our commitment of working with the Liberian Government and, in this case, the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare as it transitions from emergency to recovery and development.  The PMI will contribute $12.5 million to Liberia each year for three years to support proven interventions for malaria control.  This is part of $27 million which the USG has committed to the health sector for fiscal year 2008 for Liberia.  Our commitment to helping Liberia tackle malaria and other issues in the sector is strong and comprehensive.  We look forward to the challenges ahead. 
Thank you.

Other areas of planned and on-going USG support, as prescribed by the MOHSW, are pre-service training for TNIMA (renovation and strengthening of training methods and practices); service delivery in the form of the Basic Package of Health Services (BPHS); establishment of an information management system at the MOHSW, support to decentralization and management training of County Health Teams, and participant training of Liberians in the region.
Health programs especially targeted by the USG support include HIV/AIDS, Maternal and Child Health, Family Planning and Reproductive Health, and finally, Malaria. 

