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STATEMENT BY USAID MISSION DIRECTOR PAM WHITE
HANDOVER OF 430,000 BEDNETS PROVIDED BY US PRESIDENT’S MALARIA INITIATIVE

Freeport of Monrovia, May 7, 2009

Though Liberia joined the rest of the world in marking World Malaria Day last week, in Liberia, every day is Malaria Day. It is the # 1 reason why people in Liberia take off from work or don’t go to the fields or miss school. Malaria is reported to cause approximately 21,000 deaths of Liberian children under five years of age every year.

The arrival of 430,000 nets provided on behalf of the American people with the support of the US President’s Malaria Initiative is a major boost to the fight against malaria but people have to hang them up and use them correctly if Liberia is to win the fight.  

Last year, 197,000 PMI bed nets were distributed in Bomi and Cape Mount Counties. This new shipment will reach people in Lofa, Nimba, and Grand Bassa. Other international partners are providing mosquito nets for distribution in other counties. USAID joins your and your Ministry’s efforts to get people to use the mosquito nets everyday and to fight the theft or misuse of these valuable, life-saving and long-lasting mosquito nets. 
Today, I want to shout out along with the Ministry of Health and all partners in calling on Liberians to see malaria as their responsibility and not just a problem for health workers or donors. In schools, in the workplace, in every community, teachers, preachers, elders and leaders, must help people to understand that sleeping under mosquito nets, and removing stagnant pools of water as communities clean up, will keep people free from this disease and protect those most at risk---pregnant women and children under five years of age.

Liberia needs strong, healthy people to Lift Liberia. Liberian women must take the lead. They are the most vulnerable and the ones who will protect their babies. So, woman to women, I am calling on and counting on them to “count out” malaria across Liberia.

Don’t waste the nets, don’t waste lives!

Thank You.
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