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IMMEDIATE PRESS RELEASE
August 14, 2003

United States Government Airlifts Relief Commodities to Monrovia
On August 15, the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID) airlifted 26,470 kg of relief commodities to Monrovia in support of the U.S. government’s humanitarian relief efforts to assist the Liberian people.  The commodities are in support of emergency water, shelter, and health needs and include 300 rolls of plastic sheeting, 5,000 wool blankets, 5,000 10-liter jerry cans, and five 3,000-gallon water bladders.  The relief items will benefit approximately 15,000 people.  In addition, the airlift included a World Health Organization (WHO) emergency health kit that includes basic medical essentials for 30,000 people for one month. The total value of the commodities, including transport, is $221,880.  

The commodities will be assigned to humanitarian organizations including the International Rescue Committee (IRC), Action Against Hunger (ACF), Save the Children Fund (SCF), the International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), and Medical Emergency Relief International (Merlin), and will be distributed to clinics and therapeutic feeding centers in Monrovia and the Harbel and Firestone rubber plantation area.  

Since October 1, 2002, the U.S. Government has provided more than $20 million to support humanitarian needs in Liberia.  

On August 6, a three-person USAID Disaster Assistance Response Team (DART) arrived in Monrovia, Liberia.  The DART had been in Freetown, Sierra Leone since July 20th due to the unstable security situation.  While in Freetown, the DART met with implementing partners to discuss coordination of humanitarian assistance operations.  
On August 12, five additional DART members, including a USAID Office of Food for Peace Officer, Water and Sanitation Officer, Logistics Officer, Communications Officer, and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Epidemiologist, deployed to Monrovia.  
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Radio Veritas is owned by the 

Catholic Church of Liberia

2. Ducot Radio (DC 101.1FM)
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3. KISS Radio (89.9FM)
 President Taylor’s  
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7P.M.

Relays BBC:
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4. Liberia Broadcasting System (99.9FM


      State-owned
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Relays BBC on FM103 throughout the day

Relays Radio France International (RFI) on FM106 

English News Bulletin:


6A.M., 1P.M., 4P.M., 6P.M.

Religious Stations:                       
ELWA

Rock

These do only religious programs and no news broadcast

The radio stations enlisted cover a range of 45 to 60 miles outside Monrovia.

Note: There are close to a dozen community radio stations spread across the country.
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