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KRTTI reopens thanks to $2.5M from USAID
(MONROVIA) Tuesday, April 8, 2008—The US Government through its Agency for International Development’s (USAID) Liberia Community Infrastructure Program (LCIP) on Tuesday April 8, 2008 is formally handing over the Kakata Rural Teacher Training Institute (KRTTI) to the Government of Liberia having completed 10 months of rehabilitation that will allow training to begin as early as May. Reconstruction work will continue to upgrade the facilities and install twenty solar-powered street lamps. Plans for expanding available staff housing are also underway thanks to cost savings on the first phase of work. The US provided the Ministry of Education a grant of $2.5 million for the restoration of the facilities and campus.  

President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, US Ambassador Donald E. Booth, Minister of Education Joseph Korto, will deliver remarks to mark the occasion. Distinguished guests including John Sellu, Director of KRTTI, and Lucretia Taylor, Acting USAID Mission Director will join County Superintendent Levi Piah, officials and citizens of Margibi County, as well as former students of KRTTI to celebrate the reopening of an institution critical to expanding teaching capacity and raising standards for education.

The Kakata Rural Teacher Training Institute (KRTTI) is Liberia’s second largest teacher training institute, accommodating up to 400 students, and originally built in 1962 through a grant from the World Bank. During the 14-year civil war in Liberia, the KRTTI sustained pervasive damage from bullets, rampant looting and misuse. The facility was used as a base of warring factions as well as a center for displaced persons at various intervals during the crisis. 

With rehabilitation substantially complete, KRTTI is poised to re-establish its role as one of three Rural Teacher Training Institutions, working at full capacity to support both pre-service and in-service training of teachers. Following intensive orientation and training of new faculty and staff in the coming months, KRTTI will initiate in August a 4-week residential phase of the new standards-based C-certificate program required for elementary school teachers. In September, KRTTI will accept a new class of prospective teachers for the new, 1 year, pre-service C-certificate program. USAID’s Liberia Teacher Training Program (LTTP) is working to support programs at all three rural teacher training institutes.

The campus is situated in Kakata City, Margibi County, on 900 acres consisting of 83 structures which include administrative buildings, classrooms, dormitories and staff quarters, as well as a student center, cafeteria and library.
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