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Ministry of Health & Social Welfare
MORE U.S. PRESIDENT’S MALARIA INITIATIVE BEDNETS ARRIVE FOR DOOR TO DOOR DISTRIBUTION IN LIBERIA

MONROVIA, LIBERIA May 7, 2009. USAID Liberia Mission Director Pamela White officially hands over 430,000 insecticide treated bednets to Vivian Cherue, Deputy Minister of Health & Social Welfare at Noon on Thursday May 7, 2009 at the Freeport of Monrovia. They will open one of 15 containers of long lasting anti-malarial bednets procured through USAID’s DELIVER project and funded by the US President’s Malaria Initiative (PMI). 
Over the last year, PMI resources have enabled health workers and volunteers in Liberia to distribute 197,000 long-lasting treated mosquito nets in Bomi and Cape Mount Counties. This new batch of 430,000 will be distributed in Lofa, Nimba, and Grand Bassa Counties. 
Since start-up one year ago, PMI resources have sponsored training in malaria case management for 395 health workers in clinics that received 425,000 rapid diagnostic tests and 496,000 anti-malarial drugs (artemisinin-based combination therapies/ACT) for treating those infected; these numbers will increase to over 1,000 health workers, 850,000 tests, and over 1.5 million treatments by the end of 2009. 
Indoor residual spraying begins this month in 25,000 households in Margibi County.
Pregnant women and children under 5 are the most vulnerable to malaria and the goal of PMI support to the Ministry of Health’s National Malaria Control Program is to target these groups and cut malaria in half by 2011. 

Ms. White welcomed the arrival of the bednets saying: “Liberia needs strong, healthy people to Lift Liberia. Liberian women must take the lead. They are the most vulnerable and the ones who will protect their babies. So, woman to women, I am calling on and counting on them to “count out” malaria across Liberia.”

The US President’s Malaria Initiative is managed by USAID in cooperation with the Centers for Disease Control.
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