
USAID and MOHSW Announce New  5-Year Partnership “Rebuilding Basic Health Services”
(MONROVIA, LIBERIA) Friday, November 14, 2008 – U.S. Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield and the Minister of Health & Social Welfare, Dr. Walter T, Gwenigale, jointly announced today their collaboration in a new five year program that invest $47 million of US assistance to Liberia with an additional $5 million allocated for support of the US partners called Rebuilding Basic Health Services (RBHS). US Ambassador Linda Thomas Greenfield added, “I’m pleased to see that the new USAID assistance will extend American assistance to remote and underserved areas of the country like River Gee and lower Lofa County, where the Government of Liberia is committed to bring much needed services. The new RBHS program will develop capacity of the Ministry and help transition the country from relief to development.” 
RBHS is a hallmark of an expanding US assistance program and shows our strong commitment to helping the Government of Liberia provide basic health care to all 15 counties, and especially to women and children. RBHS is a comprehensive health assistance program that will:
·  Provide basic health services to some 1.5 million people through innovative financing and performance-based grants to NGO/FBO partners developed and jointly managed with the MOH&SW ;

· Improve basic and maternal/newborn health services in 6 counties: Bomi, Bong, Grand Cape Mount, Lofa, Nimba and River Gee and Careysburg in Montserrado County. 

· improve the health infrastructure and workforce, including renovation of 5 hospitals for emergency obstetric care and up to 30 health centers, update training curricula and teaching facilities for nurses midwives and community health workers;
· Provide $200,000 for nursing scholarships and renovate two nursing schools, including one in Zorzor and another in the Southeast; while assisting Tubman Institute with strengthening the curricula and trainers capacity; 
· Provide 15 utility vehicles and essential drugs and supplies for 100 MOHSW clinics;
· inform and provide youth greater access to age-appropriate reproductive health services, including HIV/AIDS prevention and family planning.

· Improve water supply and sanitation and promote hand-washing and other hygienic practices;

· Promote malaria, child and maternal health messages such as “hang up keep up” for insecticide-treated bednets, getting children completely vaccinated, and seeking antenatal care at least 4 times during pregnancy
USAID Liberia Director Pam White stated, “This is an incredibly exciting program that will benefit almost 50% of the population of Liberia. I am especially thrilled that it will improve the health of so many moms and children! Liberia has one of the highest maternal morality rates in the world and this innovative, far-reaching program should help to drastically reduce maternal deaths.”

Working closely with the Ministry of Health and Higher Education, RBHS will provide opportunities for medical, nursing and paramedical education. In addition to renovations at the Curran School of Nursing in Zorzor, another USAID activity, LCIP, will renovate the Tubman Institute, starting next month. The RBHS will also fund scholarships and teaching equipment and materials to highly motivated health workers attending certified or licensed health schools in Liberia. 
Achieving national goals in health is not only a matter of spending money. The experts working on the project will seek the involvement of communities, through local leaders, youth groups and Liberian NGO and Faith-Based Organizations, schools, and community leaders. RBHS will work with proven international NGOs to ensure that the highest quality technical and scientific approaches are brought in, while partnership with Liberians committed to health goals and a vision of a new decentralized MOH&SW will drive the changes and reforms needed. In the past, NGOs were not at risk for achieving goals. Under a new performance-based grants program, NGOs will be asked to share the risk and put their budgets on the line to achieving mutually agreed-upon goals.
USAID Liberia and the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare are pleased to be working with JSI Research and Training Institute, Inc. (JSI R&T) and its partners JHPIEGHO and Center for Communication Programs, both affiliates of Johns Hopkins University, JHughesDevelopment, Inc., and Management Sciences for Health (MSH). 
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