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Wife of Visiting United States Senator Distributes Scholarships to Liberian Students

(MONROVIA- December 15, 2008)- Longtime supporter of victims in war-torn regions and advocate for the vulnerable in sub-Saharan Africa, Mrs. Grace Cavert Nelson, wife of visiting United States Senator, Bill Nelson, on Tuesday, December 16, joined U.S. Ambassador to Liberia Linda Thomas-Greenfield and USAID Mission Director Pam White in awarding scholarships to Liberian public school students from rural Montserrado County’s Todee region.  The 15 girls from the June L. Moore Public School and five boys from Cecelia Dunbar Public School were chosen from among 1,004 female and 610 male students supported by the “Ambassadors Girls Scholarship Program (AGSP)” in 27 schools.  

The AGSP is one component of the $600 million, eight-year “Africa Education Initiative (AEI)” announced by President George W. Bush in June 2002.   Funded by USAID and implemented in 39 sub-Saharan countries, AGSP improves educational opportunities for Africa's children. Scholarships are given to children from economically poor households, especially those handicapped, orphaned or adversely affected by HIV/AIDS. By 2010, the Program will have provided 550,000 scholarships to vulnerable children throughout Africa.
Managed by Boston-based international NGO, “World Education Inc.,” AGSP is implemented in the field by two local NGOs: “Children Assistance Program Inc. (CAP)” in rural Montserrado County and “Development Education Network-Liberia (DEN-L)” in Bong County. Since the program began in the 2004/2005 academic year, a total of 5,796 scholarships have been awarded to primary school girls and boys in Liberia. Initially focused only on girls scholarships, in January of 2008 AGSP expanded by providing assistance to primary school boys as well. Greater numbers of scholarships are given to girls to address gender inequities in enrollment. 
Scholarship items provided through AGSP include backpacks, socks, uniforms, raincoats, copy books, books, shoes, pencils, and pens. In some schools where no textbooks existed, AGSP has provided texts to the school, benefiting the larger school and community. Mentoring activities are also provided through AGSP to encourage girls and boys to stay in school, make the most of their education, lead healthy lives, gain life skills, and to work towards achieving their dreams. HIV/AIDS awareness and mitigation is also a key component of mentoring. Mentors are mainly women who are social workers, religious leaders, project officers, lawyers, nurses, lecturers, or community leaders.

###

111 United Nations Drive, Mamba Point
Embassy of the United States of America-Monrovia
Cell Phone: (077) 207-296
image1.png
g

* m‘"‘

% ey

Zapasst.




