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Press Release
USAID COMPLETES USD $2 MILLION REHABILITATION OF MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS COMPLEX 

(MONROVIA) 27 March 2009----The United States Government, through the United States Agency for International Development’s (USAID) Liberia Community Infrastructure Program (LCIP) on March 27, 2009 officially handed over the rehabilitated Ministry of Public Works (MPW) complex of offices, warehouses and workshops to the Government of Liberia. The rehabilitation began in July 2007 and was made possible through a US$ 2 million dollar grant to the Ministry of Public Works and is part of USAID’s broader support to institutional and human resource capacity building at the Ministry.
President Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf, US Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield, Public Works Minister Luseni Dunzo, USAID Mission Director Pamela White, and Public Works staff marked the rededication of the institution’s base of operations. The Ministry of Public works has oversight of construction standards in Liberia and is responsible for the construction and maintenance of the road system and public buildings cited as priorities in the Poverty Reduction Strategy to Lift Liberia.  
This grant to the Ministry of Public Works reflects the sustained commitment of the US Government to support the Government of Liberia’s ongoing efforts to reconstruct and rehabilitate vital national infrastructure, including roads, schools, government institutions, and training institutes, necessary to consolidate peace, improve governance functions, increase access to essential services, and create conditions for sustainable economic growth and investment throughout Liberia.  

Ambassador Linda Thomas Greenfield characterized the US Government’s support as institutional and capacity building and said “I trust this assistance by the American people in the rebuilding of Liberia’s public works will be seen as a unique opportunity to lift Liberia onto the highway of progress”. 

The rehabilitation and renovations work involved two Liberian firms, Ecocon Inc. for construction, and Milton & Richards Inc. for architectural design, and created 194 jobs for skilled and unskilled workers. LCIP engineers supervised the work.
Repairs on five major buildings in the complex included roof construction, reconstruction of ceilings, supply and installation of doors frames, doors, locks, windows, burglar bars, repair of cracked walls and floors, replacement of damaged walls and floor tiles, plastering new and old walls, rehabilitation of electrical and plumbing facilities, replacement of damaged conduits, conductors, electrical and plumbing fixtures, installation of  air conditioners and the painting of the interior and exterior of the buildings. External works included rehabilitation of the perimeter fence, extension and plastering of the exterior walls, rehabilitation of the drainage and sewer systems, external lighting and the construction of driveways and parking lots.
US Government assistance through USAID to the Ministry of Public Works in the last two years includes another $2 million for heavy road construction and maintenance equipment: six (6) International dump trucks,  one (1) International low bed trailer and tractor head, three (3) Caterpillar brand motor graders, two (2) Caterpillar wheel loaders, one (1) Caterpillar backhoe, one (1) Caterpillar wheel compactor, one (1) water tanker, and one (1) four-wheel drive Land Cruiser Pickup retrofitted to include spare tires, pressure washer, compressors, jacks, lubricants, cordless power tools, and various repair tools. 
ADDITIONAL COOPERATION WITH THE MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS
USAID’s LCIP is currently working on the improvement of two national roads, Greenville to Buchanan, and Robertsport to Medina, and two feeder roads in Todee and Cestos, as well as rehabilitation of the headquarters of the National Elections Commission and the School of Engineering at Fendell which also will house a center for training in road maintenance.
USAID Mission Director Pamela White challenged the Ministry to recruit and promote more women in the ranks of its workforce and noted that “As a prime contributor to achievement of Liberia’s Poverty Reduction Strategy, the Ministry of Public Works is a major partner of the USAID Mission in Liberia.” Over the last four years, USAID has provided roughly $35 million for national infrastructure projects around Liberia of which $12 million has been devoted to the cooperation with the Ministry of Public Works.
END
