[image: image1.png]fiUSAID

& FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE




[image: image2.jpg]o T

BUILDING A NEW LIBERIA g% =DAI

LIBERIA COMMUNITY INFRASTRUCTURE PROGRAM



                                                    
Press Release
Citizens of Todee Celebrate Road Rehabilitation and Development Initiatives from the American People
(MONROVIA, May 13, 2009) The United States Agency for International Development (USAID) Liberia Community Infrastructure Program (LCIP) on Wednesday May 13, 2009 hands over the rehabilitated Todee Road in rural Montserrado County to the Government of Liberia. The leaders and residents of the area have invited USAID to celebrate with them and will express their appreciation by gowning USAID Mission Director, Ms. Pamela White. The festivities will culminate with the groundbreaking for the construction of a nurses quarters, an annex to the Nyein Town Public School, rehabilitation of 2 elementary schools, water supply, and new farming projects. The development of the Todee Road corridor is made possible through a US$ 1.5 million grant to the Ministry of Public Works.
Public Works Minister-Designate Samuel Kofi Woods, Montserrado County Superintendent Nyenekon Beauty Snoh- Barcon and Todee Statutory District Superintendent Morris Binda will speak at the event. UN officials and other dignitaries, Members of the Montserrado Legislative Caucus, Chiefs, Elders, Students and Citizens of Todee Statutory District will participate in the event.
Todee Statutory District Superintendent Morris Binda indicated that the people of Todee are “very pleased” with the development initiatives undertaken and ongoing with support from the American people. 
The dedication of the 31.25km feeder road connecting to the Kakata highway will mark the completion of rehabilitation work that began in April 2008. The Todee Road was scarcely in usable condition as a result of war and neglect. Restoration began to enable reuse of the former military barracks located at the end of the road. USAID’s LCIP expanded the possibilities for the road’s use into a “development corridor” supporting Liberia’s Poverty Reduction Strategy Pillar IV to “Rehabilitate Infrastructure and Deliver Basic Services” and the County Development Agenda’s expressed priorities.
Todee Road Project aims to increase economic and social development and will be maintained over time by the people it benefits. The Todee Road is one of only two feeder roads connecting the estimated 40,000 rural residents of the Todee District to the national highway network. It passes through some 30 towns, each surrounded by numbers of villages linked by a network of footpaths and unpaved access roads. The improved road will now increase “farm to market” access. Citizens of Todee District will benefit from further improvements over the year when capital improvements are also made to other rural infrastructure—water supply, clinics, schools, and farming projects, as part of this “development corridor” approach.
Todee Road Project Demonstrates “Development Corridor” Approach to Community Development
USAID’s LCIP has contracted a Liberian firm, SSF Entrepreneur, for the rehabilitation of the portion of the road from Yakpai in northern Todee to Bong Mines gate, linking a larger network of roads within the whole Todee District, and extending into Bong County. USAID’s LCIP will also oversee rehabilitation of three elementary schools in Manjoe, Nyein and Yoe Towns as well as an expansion of the nurses’ quarters at the Nyein Clinic. 
Other infrastructure improvements will include installation of 28 hand pumps and 18 rehabilitated wells in designated areas so that all communities along the road benefit from improved access to safe drinking water.  Communities organized themselves as registered Community Based Organizations (CBOs) and participated in a Rural Access Planning exercise to select priority interventions and locations. LCIP is to provide the CBOs with training and tools for ongoing routine maintenance of the roads.
LCIP’s Rehabilitation of Artisans and Apprenticeship Program (RAP) over the next 8 months will work with 6 businesses and 60 apprentices, as well as 500 farmers specializing in vegetables, roots, and tubers production in Todee District.

