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USAID DELIVERS NEW SHIPMENT OF MALARIA MEDICINE TO MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND SOCIAL WELFARE 
Monrovia, Liberia. March 31 2009. USAID Liberia’s Mission Director, Pamela White handed over a shipment of artemisinin-based combination therapy (ACT) drugs to treat malaria to the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare (MOHSW). Vivian Cherue, Deputy and Acting Minister of Health and Social Welfare received the ACT drugs at the MOHSW compound along with Chief Medical Officer Dahn.  Ms. White said, “This shipment is a major boost to Liberia’s fight against malaria; healthy and strong malaria-free households are needed to Lift Liberia”. 
The ACT drugs, funded by the US President’s Malaria Initiative (PMI) and procured through USAID’s DELIVER PROJECT provide the National Malaria Control Program with over 1,300,000 doses of ACTs. Worth more than $700,000, the ACTs represent a substantial contribution of US foreign assistance to support the National Health Plan and delivery of the Basic Package of Health Services.

ACTs are the most effective and safest first treatment for malaria according to scientific studies as outlined in the MOHSW’s national malaria drug policy and endorsed by the World Health Organization's Roll Back Malaria Program. 

The ACT drugs are available free of charge to patients diagnosed with malaria at all MOHSW authorized health centers, clinics and hospitals.

The arrival of this shipment continues a larger and more comprehensive malaria control program in Liberia which began in March 2007 when the MOHSW and USAID/Liberia officially launched the PMI Liberia country program with the provision of an emergency procurement of 496,000 doses of ACT drugs.  

The goal of PMI is to cut malaria deaths 50% in Liberia by reaching 85 percent of the most vulnerable groups by the end of 2010 – principally pregnant women and children under 5 years of age. PMI is devoting upwards of $35 million to Liberia over three years, providing insecticide-treated bednets, medicine, indoor spraying, training for caregivers and public education in communities around the country. 

Announced globally on June 30, 2005, the US President's Malaria Initiative is an unprecedented commitment in the fight against malaria, dedicating $1.2 billion over five years to combat the disease in Africa. Malaria kills more than 1 million people every year, the vast majority of whom are African children. 
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