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PRESS RELEASE
REBUILDING BASIC HEALTH SERVICES FUNDED BY USAID AWARDS CONTRACTS FOR HEALTH CARE DELIVERY IN 7 COUNTIES 
Monrovia, July 8, 2009. Dr. Walter Gwenigale, Minister of Health and Social Welfare (MOHSW) and USAID Mission Director Pamela White will announce new contracts for the delivery of high quality healthcare services in seven Liberian counties. The ceremony will take place at 11 AM at the newly opened offices of the USAID-funded Rebuilding Basic Health Services (RBHS) Project operated by JSI in close cooperation with the Ministry of Health. The RBHS project is housed in the LACE Building on Horton Avenue in the vicinity of the Ministry of Health.
The contracts are designed to provide the human and financial resources needed to deliver services as outlined in the MOHSW’s National Health Plan and Policy.  They will lead to improved access to quality health care at over 110 clinics and health centers in the counties of Bomi, Bong, Grand Cape Mount, Lofa, Montserrado, Nimba, and River Gee. In cooperation with County Health Teams, the Rebuilding Basic Health Services (RBHS) project will oversee and manage the contracts which will measure and reward good performance by the contractors. 
After a highly competitive and transparent bidding process, three international and two Liberian Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO) were selected and will now have the responsibility for providing services that are consistent with the MOHSW’s Basic Package of Health Services. The NGO winners of the competition who will be working with the MOHSW are: Africare, EQUIP, the International Rescue Committee, MERCI, and Medical Teams International.  

Pamela White said that “the initiative represents a critical new step in the reconstruction of the health system in Liberia.  Together with our partners at the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare and RBHS, we expect to provide effective, basic health services for over 1 million people.  At the same time, we are laying foundations for the long-term sustainability of the Liberian health care system.”

RBHS OPENS NEW OFFICES AND WELCOMES CHIEF OF PARTY
The signing ceremony also will signify the official opening of the RBHS project office. RBHS, representing nearly $50 million in assistance, began its five-year operation in Liberia in November 2008 and is a partnership among four US-based health agencies: JSI Research and Training Inc., JHPIEGO, Johns Hopkins Center for Communications Programs, and Management Sciences for Health.  In addition to improving the delivery of health care, RBHS is supporting the training of health staff in Liberia, helping to control malaria and HIV/AIDS, strengthening the performance of two of the largest nursing schools, conducting renovations of numerous clinics and sections of the nursing schools, and will be leading a national public health awareness campaign. “We are delighted to have such a strong group of partners, all of whom have a long history of providing health care in Liberia”, said Dr. Richard Brennan, Project Director for RBHS.
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