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Distinguished guests:

I want to express my deepest hopes for the success of the TRC and my belief in the importance of its mission to document and learn from the past. 
While the process of reconciliation may be painful, without that reconciliation lasting peace will remain elusive. At the core of the TRC process is the restoration of human dignity which is so critical to successful development.
Recognizing the importance of the TRC mandate and the magnitude of the effort required to produce genuine reconciliation, the US government has provided $900,000 (nearly $1 million dollars) to support and strengthen systematic, transparent TRC research and operations, outreach and documentation, data collection and analysis in cooperation with nongovernmental organizations and others in civil society. 
One-half of the US government contribution is provided through USAID to UNDP and Acting USAID Mission Director Rick Scott joins me here today to extend our support and best wishes to the Commissioners and staff of the TRC. 

The successful completion of the TRC mandate, its outreach to all 15 counties, will ultimately contribute to ensuring security and to preventing violence throughout the country. 
Support to the TRC is one component of the US government’s program to assist Liberia in promoting human rights, rule of law, and democracy with the active participation of all sectors of civil society, including a responsible and independent media reporting on TRC proceedings.

This week I was present as the TRC heard its first witnesses in Monrovia. As the Commission goes to each county, I want to encourage all who can, women and men alike, to provide factual testimony to the best of their ability. Testify to the truth in order to let go of the past; Reconcile to capture a secure and prosperous future. 
I have had the privilege of serving in Liberia twice and I have always been impressed by the resiliency of the Liberian people. I am confident that the TRC process will bear witness to that resiliency and empower Liberians to rebuild their lives and their country. 
In the capital city of my country, Washington DC, the National Archive has engraved over its doors “What is past is prologue”. That is to say, if we can learn from the past, we can lay the cornerstones for a secure and prosperous future now. 
THANK YOU.
