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REOPENING OF ZORZOR RURAL TEACHER TRAINING INSTITUTE

PROTOCOL:
Madam President, Ms. Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf
Minister of Education, Dr. Joseph Korto
Zorzor County Superintendent, Hon. Galakpai Kortimai 
Director of  ZRTTI, Mr. Johnson Beyan
Peace Corps Liberia Director, Ms. Lucianne Phillips 
Members of the Lofa Legislative Caucus
Distinguished County officials, chiefs and elders, Ladies and Gentlemen of Lofa County:

This is my first of, I hope, many trips to Lofa County. I want to take this opportunity not only to celebrate the reopening of Zorzor Rural Teacher Training Institute, and the significant contributions by USAID’s infrastructure and teacher training programs, but also to reaffirm the commitment from the American people to many other development efforts in the County. 

Since 2006 USAID projects have been operating here supporting community rehabilitation, health care services, accelerated learning programs, and textbook distribution, as well as providing solar energy to health clinics and the Women of Liberia Peace Network (WOLPNET) Center. Last but not least, USAID-funded activities have been providing support to restart farming and improve production techniques. In the coming years, we will be working with you and our partners in the Ministry of Agriculture to revive Lofa County’s historical role as the “breadbasket” of Liberia.

Today we are here to focus on education. I am proud of the hard work of our USAID implementing partners at the Liberia Community Infrastructure Program and the Liberia Teacher Training Program and the Peace Corps Response volunteers who join them. The US Government through USAID is contributing to Government of Liberia efforts to restore and improve the education system through a commitment averaging $20 million dollars per year. In cooperation with the Ministry of Education, in the years ahead, we will expand on our current support to accelerated learning and teacher training and include support to higher education.

In addition to reconstruction and renovation of the Kakata and Zorzor institutes ($2.5 million each), USAID support for infrastructure in the education sector amounts to $6.2 million since 2005.  This includes rehabilitation of 15 primary schools including here in Lofa County, and in Montserrado and Nimba Counties, and two high schools in Bomi and Grand Gedeh.  The rehabilitation of the Engineering School on the University of Liberia’s Fendall Campus is about to start.

Here at Zorzor, I am glad to see that dormitories for women, as well as men, have been prepared. I know that in the past teaching was a male-dominated profession in this country but in this new Liberia, it takes women as well as men to achieve the Poverty Reduction Strategy and Lift Liberia. If any one doubts that, just take a look around this room to see who’s running the show!

I am very pleased to introduce US Ambassador, Linda Thomas-Greenfield who will officially hand over the Zorzor Rural Teacher Training Institute to President Sirleaf on behalf of the American people.

Thank you.
